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STAT 


Foes o£ the C.I.A., Not the Country 


To the Editor: -^ ' A ' ' ' 
Your July 21 editorial •‘Secrecy Is l 
Not toe* (toly- Security** contains a Z 
number of inaccuracies and demon- > 
strates ^misucderstandins of the In-** 
telligenceldedtitiesi Protection Act As 
one of the terget^pf ; that ^ proposed, 
legislation; we feelajmpeTled toreply.: J* 
For cnething. it is- nothing short of : 
scandaTour for ybtFto say' that Philip £ 
Agee “goaded the Supreme Court into * 
a dedsiorKthat^n3enaces^the - travel V 
rights of all citljaeM^Agee didrwt re-V 
voke Alexander Haig*s passport- You ’ 
r forget^ that Agee* has-nev^r- been ’ 
charged^th av<atoinaFoffeose"and 
was, to fact, the victim of calculated 
distofomatioresuggesting thathewas 
going togatoTTar^ td**ijudge» tbehos- 
> tagesj^scmething^ 
denied^ at*th© time.^He : has* ztsamot 
‘‘namedniunesiv toyears— since he- : 
/ore theiUiStProutinelyj issued him a 
new passport in j 

Had* you* limited ; your^ editorial to 
crititismAof'to^^ bill, we 

would have no quarrel, but you felt 
compelled, as so many others do, to 
utter obligatory, denunciations of the 
/Covert Action, information -Bulletin, : 
iodicadng a complete misunderstand- 
ing of who weare, what we do and why 
wedoitL^^'^ , 

You suggest that We are trying to 
‘•destroy vitaltotelligenca functions.” 
We are against (and would be delighted 
to destroy but have no illusions about- 
our abilities) the secret manipulation of 
the affairs of other countries, the raison • 
d'etre of the C.LAi-This activity is not, 

; to say the least;vital ~ it improbably re- 
sponsible for more hatred of the U.S. 
around the worldthan any other single, ; 
factor; Tfce;deatir and, destruction at- • 
tributed to the'CJLAi is staggering — V 
to Chhe, w to Indonesto,vto Vietoam, in 
Laos. In Guatemala; in Jamaica, etc£ ’ 
You also- continue to : insist that we 
are “indifferentvto 1 the? safety of the - 
'agents, Y^somethingr which we. have 
denied to your pages before.- Suffice it 
to reiteratethat not a single person has 
been physically harmed on account of 
: what we do^t 

.We are glad that 3 rou recognize that 


;the bill's “protections’.’ are no protec- 
/ ! ticn at all, but it is saddening that you 
-do not- realize that, there is no bill,' 
• , within the First Amendment, that wiU 

• - “get’’ us and not !*get” you. Your call 
for ."only the most tightly drawn iden- 

• tities bill’’ is a cry in the: wilderness; 

' .there isr.o such thing... .Ellen Ray 
%W ta«rf William Schaap, Louis Wolf 
•fcts&r-f- Covert Action • 

1 jc?>?Ti>s;tefQnBatioo Bulletin' 
.^Washington, July 23,1381 
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